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_ The rabbit is a very useful animal to use in teaching young 
people the general principles of breeding, feeding and management of livee 
Stock, They are inexpensive and require only a relatively small space, conse= 
quently many boys and girls living on the edge of town cr even of large 
cities that do not prohibit the keeping of animals can enjoy the close 
daily contacts with growing animals that develop some of the best ina 
pers ons 


Though rabbits have been included in the 4=H program of the 
Cooperative Agricultural Extension Service for many years greater emphasis 
has been placed on this phase of livestock production during the last five 
yoars, particularly in the Southeastern States, <A tabulation by States 
of the 48H rabbit projects completed, the number of rabbits included, and 
the percentage of counties having rabbit projects brings out some intereste 
ing information. All the State and territories have rabbit projects. 
California, the principal commercial rabbit producing area, led in 4-H 
Club members carrying rabbit projects in 1950 as woll as in the number’ of 
rabbits in the projects, Four of the top ten States are in the Southeastern 
area with respect to numbers of rabbits in the projects, Thore are rabbit 
projects in 4-H Clubs in all the counties of several States, and the 
percentage of counties having rabbit projects is 62 of the total counties in 
the United States, With 1947 as a base, the year when 4-H rabbit projects 
were reported separately, the Southoastern States as a whole reported in 1950 
a 172 percent increase in members carrying the rabbit project over 1947 
end an increase over 1949 of 61 percent, The Western States showed an ine 
crease in membership in 1950 over 1947 of 126 percente Less phenomenal 
increases occurred in the other sections, The percentage increase in 1950 
of 4-H manbers completing their rabbit projects for the entire United States 
is 108 percent over 1947, The members carrying rabbit projects in 48H Clubs 
end the rabbits in their projects for the 10 leading States arc shown in 
tables for years 1947, 1948, 1949, and 1950, A foursyear average is also 
given, Approximately 59 percent of the rabbit projects and 56 percent of 
the rabbits are found in these 10 leading States, In 1950, the 17,563 4H 
members in tho United States had 182,939 rabbits, 


" All the Southeastern States oxcopt Mississippi and South Carolina 
had Negro 4H mombers carrying rabbit projects in 1950. Delaware, Maryland 
and West Virginia also had such rabbit projectse In these States 84 counties 

had 402 Negro 4-H members completing their rabbit projects with a total of 
3,177 rabbits, This means 4n increase of 30 percent in membership and about 
10 percent in total rabbits over 1949, Texas led in this project in 1950 
“with 119 inenbers and 715 rabbits. | 


The Boy Scouts of America for 1950 showed 22,4 percent increase 
in Rabbit Raising Merit Badges awarded, making a total of 2,551 for the years 
Awards were made in every State and in two of the territories, The five 
leading States with the number of awards were as follows; California, 273 
(1st also in 1949} Toxas, 160 (4th in 1949); Pennsylvania, 1113 Ohio, 110 
(3rd in 1949)s Utah, 97. The grand total of merit badge awards for rabbit 
raising now. stands at 14,061. 
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